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 PCT APPLAUDED FOR SUPPORTING CARERS 
One year after the government committed millions of extra funding for England’s five million unpaid carers, new research shows that spending on carers by PCTs overall has fallen by £2.4m this year. 

In November 2010 the Government allocated an extra £400m over four years (2011-2015) to provide support for carers and the research by The Princess Royal Trust for Carers and Crossroads Care seeks to establish how the PCTs have invested the added funding this year.  

The report finds that Blackpool Primary Care Trust is investing £322,000 in services for carers in 2011/12. As a proportion of the PCT’s overall budget, this ranks it 26th out of 105 PCTs. There is no or incomplete information for the remaining 46 PCTs. 
Michelle Smith, Chief Officer of Blackpool Carers’ Centre said: ‘We’re delighted to see that Blackpool PCT has increased their spending on services for carers in this area and we applaud their continued support.
Blackpool PCT has just released additional funds to provide a brand new carers’ support service based at Blackpool Victoria Hospital. The aim is to ensure that carers receive continuous support from hospital discharge through to returning home. The project will ensure early identification of carers, awareness of carers’ issues  and their expertise and a reduction in readmission rates.
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Additional facts:

· HM Government refreshed the Carers’ Strategy in November 2010 allocating an additional £400m over four years (2011-2015) to the NHS for PCTs in England to provide breaks for young and adult carers. Consistent with the government’s localism policy, the additional £400m was not ring-fenced.
· In the NHS Operating Framework for 2010/11, the Government requested PCTs to work with local authorities and carers’ organisations to develop policies, plans and budgets to support carers and make them available to local people. 

· In July 2011, we reported that only 9% of PCTs had plans published post-dating the refreshed Carers’ Strategy. The Minister for Care Services, Paul Burstow MP, responded to questions in the House of Commons about this by advising that he would be taking assurance measures to ensure that PCTs were carrying out what had been requested. 

· On 27 July 2011, the NHS Director of Performance wrote to Directors of Finance and Directors of Performance at Strategic Health Authorities (SHA) requesting that they report by 2 September 2011 that all PCTs in their region had published plans for carers’ services. 

· From 21 September 2011, we began surveying websites of every PCT to located plans and budgets for carers’ services. Where information was unavailable in this way, we contacted individuals at the PCTs and where this didn’t yield results we submitted a FOI request asking for information on plans and budgets. Of 151 PCTs in England we have information for 104 and extrapolated from that data. 
A carer is someone who, without payment, provides help and support to family or friends who could not manage without their help. This could be caring for a relative, partner or friend who is ill, frail, disabled or has mental health or substance misuse problems. The term ‘carer’ should not be confused with a care worker, or care assistant, who receives payment for looking after someone.

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers is the largest provider of comprehensive carers support services in the UK reaching more than 420,900 carers, including more than 31,000 young carers, through a unique network of 142 independently managed Carers’ Centres, 83 young carers’ services and interactive websites www.carers.org and www.youngcarersnet To find your nearest Carers’ Centre, call 0844 800 4361. 
Crossroads Care is Britain’s leading provider of support for carers and the people they care for. We work with over 35,000 individuals and their families, helping carers make a life outside of caring. We employ over 5,000 trained professionals, providing flexible services to people of all ages and with a range of disabilities and health conditions. (Tel: 0845 450 6555 / www.crossroads.org.uk)
